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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – May 6, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 

Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes generally 
takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Emergency Meeting pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, Section 8 
and Emergency Order #12, Section 3. 
 
Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also 
present was Town Administrator Michael Branley.  
 
PUBLIC ACCESS 
Notice was given to the public to participate remotely over Zoom by going to www.zoom.us or using the 
Zoom App on a cell phone, or a landline calling 1 929 205 6099 and entering Meeting ID 235 370 4380 #. 
The notice also provides a phone number: 352-7411 ext. 107 to call should a member of the public be 
unable to access the meeting. 
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
State Senator Jay Kahn, Attorney Barry Faulkner, Mt. Caesar Head Librarian Cadigan Gregory, State 
Representative Jennie Gomarlo, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin and may others that did not 
speak. 
 
COVID-19 UPDATE 
Branley updated the attendees with this information: there are 2036 cases of COVID-19 in New 
Hampshire as of today with 1105 recovered and 92 deaths.  Swanzey has had a total of 5 cases with 1-4 
current cases. Cheshire County has a total of 41 cases.  The Governor will be holding a press conference 
today at 3 p.m. 
 
Branley stated the Gopher Committee has allocated 32 million dollars to cities and Towns and Swanzey 
will receive up to $175,000, funds must be requested for reimbursements.  Branley said they are 
working on filing a request. The funds will be in phases, the first phase is due June 1st. This will be the 
Town’s priority in the next couple weeks. Branley also talked about the frontline stipends for Fire, EMS, 
Police and Corrections. Funding is separate from the 32 million.  He mentioned there were some 
questions about how these stipends would affect contributions to the New Hampshire Retirement 
System and Branley stated we are still trying to figure out all the details.  
 
Branley also wanted to mention the Town received a donation of a banner from Silver Direct. They are a 
local company that do a lot of the Town’s printing.  The sign will be hung outside of Town Hall.  
 
Branley stated that at tonight’s Board of Selectmen meeting they will be discussing restaurants who 
wanted to add or expand outdoor seating by May 18. Branley stated we would like to get this done 
quickly and stream line the process for them. 
 

http://www.zoom.us/
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State Senator Jay Kahn mentioned the senate democrats have been talking last few weeks, he was 
happy the 40 million was allocated to municipalities.  Towns have taking risks preparing for the situation 
and this money is to cover expenses through August 31st. The County has $459,000 that has been 
allocated.  Kahn also mentions restaurants will be looking for tents and its great the town is trying to get 
ahead of that. Kahn stated that he hopes the next round of funding will go to help farms. 
 
Mt. Caesar Head Librarian Caddie Gregory stated herself and the Assistant Director having been working 
from home and one day in the library. With the Stay at Home 2.0 orders they will not extend service 
until the time the order has been lifted.  When it has been lifted they will do curb side.  They need to 
figure out how to safe book returns. Gregory talked about how much books come into contact with 
people, for example people read in bed and they may also lick their finger to turn the pages.  She stated 
it’s looking like they will start curb side in the summer.  Summer reading programs will be virtual as well.  
Gregory will be making a video with the school about signing up to the library remotely and more 
information about New Hampshire downloadable books and other things the library might be about to 
offer outside programs. Gregory added that they will do the program Music with Motion via Zoom and a 
lot of companies are offering free access digitally.  Normally the library can’t access this service due to 
budget restraints.  
 
Branley asked about book reading with first responders. Gregory stated she didn’t get a response within 
the community, she also said it can be tricky because the copyrights can be different.  If someone from 
the community would like to participate let her know what book and she will look up the copyrights.  
She said she was disappointed to see only three people watch her video. Branley said we can share any 
information on the Town’s website and Facebook page to try increase viewership.  
 
Branley stated at the Board of Selectmen’s meeting tonight they will be discussing summer camp and 
the beach.  He asked Kahn if he had any insight. Kahn said he thinks it will be smaller groups. Branley 
asked Kahn’s sense of the level of guidelines and Kahn said he would be guessing.  Code Enforcement 
Officer Mike Jasmin mentioned there is a summer camp community that holds meetings on Tuesday 
mornings and Thursday evenings. He stated the main concern from those meetings is the day camps 
being able to control the campers and staff like overnight camps could.   
 
Branley said that the Health Officer Pam Fortner had sent him notes on a state meeting she attended 
and it looked like beaches had to stay closed but he was under the impression it was the seacoast 
beaches that had to stay closed.  Kahn mentioned he would ask and get back to Branley on Friday’s 
meeting.  
 
Representative Barry Faulkner asked about Pilgrim Pines and if we knew what they were doing. Branley 
stated he hasn’t spoken to them since the Stay at Home 2.0 came out.  State Representative Jennie 
Gomarlo added she walks around Swanzey Lake and it has been quite there. 
 
Bill Hutwelker thanked Kahn for his efforts and his push to make it known that Southwest New 
Hampshire has an economic interest. Hutwelker also mentioned Gomarlo’s Market is doing an amazing 
job with all the extra services they are offering. Gomarlo mentioned business can request masks from 
the State that can be picked up at the DMV office.  She stated she feels that is the only thing Gomarlo’s 
is lacking and it would be a benefit. 
 
Meeting over at 2:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
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Jenna Fraunfelder 
Administrative Assistant 
    
Approved on May 20, 2020  
 


